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Conference Subject:
“The Development and Evolution
of Firefighting in Europe”



CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Day 1 Wednesday 29th March

08:30 – 09:00	 Arrivals, Coffee & Networking

09:00 – 09:30	 Opening Remarks

09:30 – 10:30	 Major Karel Lambert – Divisional Chief of Brussels Fire Service,
	 Associate Professor in Fire Engineering, Ghent University,
	 founder of CFBT-BE.
	 “Changing the Belgian Fire Service – What I have Learnt“

10:30 – 11:00	 Morning Coffee & Networking

11:00 – 12:00	 Apollo Gerolymbos – Head of Data Analytics, London Fire
	 Brigade, visiting Fellow at Birkbeck School of Business,
	 Economics and Informatics.
	 “The role of data science in the future of the Fire and
	 Rescue Sector”

12:00 – 13:00	 John Chubb – District Officer, Dublin Fire Brigade.
	 “Implementing Evidence Based strategies and Tactics
	 for Fires in Tall and Complex Buildings”

13:00 – 14:00	 Lunch Break

14:00 – 15:00	 Michael Reick – Professor of Fire Engineering, District Chief of
	 Goppingen, Germany.
	 “Fire Ventilation and Smoke Spread - Proven Tactics on the
	 Fireground”

15:00 – 15:30	 Afternoon Coffee & Networking

15:30 – 16:30	 Anna Stec – Professor in Fire Chemistry and Toxicity at the
	 University of Central Lancashire.
	 “Minimising Firefighter Exposure to Toxic Fire Effluents”

16:30 – 17:00	 Panel / Open Forum



Day 2 Thursday 30th March

08:30 – 09:00	 Arrivals, Coffee & Networking

09:00 – 10:00	 Dr. Bill Gough – Group Commander (ret), West Midlands Fire
	 and Rescue Service, Associate Lecturer at the University of 
	 Wolverhampton.
	 “Firefighter Safety and Operational Injury“

10:00 – 11:00	 Pieter Maes – Sergeant at Brussels Fire Service,
	 Founder of Firefighter Mayday Programme.
	 “The Firefighter Mayday Program. How it started,
	 what we have learned and where we are now”

11:00 – 11:30	 Morning Coffee & Networking

11:30 – 12:30	 Kimon Pantelides – Director of Premier Fire Event and
	 Film Safety Services.
	 “The Importance of Crew Size ‘in numbers’ and their correlation
	 to effective fire and rescue operations”

12:30 – 13:30	 Siemco Baaij – Captain, Utrecht Netherlands,
	 co-founder of CFBT-NL.
	 “Flattening the Spike: Towards more Effective Learning”

13:30 – 14:30	 Lunch Break

14:30 – 15:30	 Hans Nieling – Captain of Zuid Limburn Fire Department, 		
	 co-founder of CFBT-NL.
	 “The fires of tomorrow today. Lithium Ion fires, why we have 
	 trouble fighting them”

15:30 – 16:00	 Afternoon Coffee & Networking

16:00 – 17:00	 Nikolaos Tsiplakidis – Watch Manager (Lieutenant),
	 9th Fire Station of Athens.
	 “The Challenges of road and railway Tunnel Fires”

17:00 – 17:30	 Panel / Open Forum
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